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paid to practical studies. Perhaps 
it meets as nearly as any university 
the conditions of Ezra Cornell's oft- 
quoted words : " I would found an 
institution where any person can 
find instruction in any study." 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 

OF LABOR ON SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH 

At the recent Atlantic City Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor a resolution was passed as 
follows : 

Whereas, scientific research and 
the technical application of results 
of research form a fundamental ba- 
sis upon which the development of 
our industries, manufacturing, agri- 
culture, mining, and others must 
rest; and 

Whereas, the productivity of in- 
dustry is greatly increased by the 
technical application of the results 
of scientific research in physics, 
chemistry, biology and geology, in 
engineering and agriculture, and in 
the related sciences; and the health 
and well-being not only of the work- 
ers but of the whole population as 
well, are dependent upon advances 
in medicine and sanitation; so that 
the value of scientific advancement 
to the welfare of the nation is many 
times greater than the cost of the 
necessary research; and 

Whereas, the increased produc- 
tivity of industry resulting from 
scientific research is a most potent 
factor in the ever-increasing strug- 
gle of the workers to raise their 
standards of living, and the impor- 
tance of this factor must steadily 
increase since there is a limit be- 
yond which the average standard 
of living of- the whole population 
can not progress by the usual meth- 
ods of readjustment, which limit 
can only be raised by research and 
the utilization of the results of re- 
search in industry; and 

Whereas, there are numerous im- 



portant and pressing problems of 
administration and regulation now 
faced by federal, state and local 
governments, the wise solution of 
which depends upon scientific and 
technical research; and 

Whereas, the war has brought 
home to all the nations engaged in 
it the overwhelming importance of 
science and technology to national 
welfare ; whether in war or in peace, 
and not only is private initiative 
attempting to organize far-reaching 
research in these fields on a national 
scale, but in several countries gov- 
ernmental participation and sup- 
port of such undertakings are al- 
ready active; therefore be it 

Resolved, by the Amedican Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, that a broad program of 
scientific and technical research is 
of major importance to the national 
welfare and should be fostered in 
every way by the federal govern- 
ment, and that the activities of the 
government itself in such research 
should be adequately and gener- 
ously supported in order that the 
work may be greatly strengthened 
and extended; and the Secretary of 
the Federation is instructed to 
transmit copies of this resolution to 
the President of the United States, 
to the president pro tempore of the 
Senate, and to the speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

THE PROPOSED MEDICAL 

FOUNDATION FOR NEW 

YORK CITY 

Announcement has been made 
by Dr. Royal S. Copeland, health 
commissioner of New York City, of 
an organization to be known as the 
New York Association for the ad- 
vancement of Medical Education 
and Medical Science. 

The association's constitution and 
by-laws have already been adopted 
and an application has been filed at 
the Secretary of State's office in Al- 
bany for a charter. Dr. Wendell C. 
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Phillips, ear specialist and general 
surgeon for Bellevue Hospital, is the 
president, and Dr. Haven Emerson, 
formerly health commissioner of 
New York, is the secretary. 

Dr. Phillips, who is the originator 
of the project, planned before the 
war for an institution that would at 
least rival Vienna and Berlin. The 
world conflict postponed the matter, 
but as soon as the armistice was 
signed the physician and those in- 
terested with him revived the plan. 
A meeting was held on April 10, at 
which prominent medical men gave 
their views, and a committee was 
appointed to deal with the matter. 

As stated in the constitution of 
the association, there are four pri- 
mary objects to be attained. There 
are: First: To improve and amplify 
the methods of graduate and under- 
graduate teaching. Second : To per- 
fect plans for utilizing the vast 
clinical material of the city for 
teaching purposes and to make use 
of teaching talent now unemployed. 
Third: To bring about a working 
affiliation of the medical schools, 
hospitals and laboratories, as well 
as the public health facilities of the 
city, to the end that the best inter- 
ests of medical education may be 
conserved. Fourth: To initiate the 
establishment of a medical founda- 
tion in New York City whereby 
funds may be secured to meet the 
financial requirements of all forms 
of medical education and investi- 
gation. 

There will be two classes of mem- 
bership in the organization, one a 
general membership, including all 
physicians in good standing, teach- 
ers of auxiliary sciences, and inves- 
tigators of problems relating to 
medicine; the other, a corporate 
membership of medical teachers and 
medical men with hospital appoint- 
ments or affiliations. The corporate 
membership is limited by the consti- 
tution to not over 150. 

The physicians who are responsi- 



ble for the plan issued a short state- 
ment, which was given out at the 
board of health offices, in which 
they said: 

For years it has been evident that 
medical education, both undergrad- 
uate and graduate in New York has 
not adequately represented the pos- 
sibilities of this great city. One of 
the reasons for this state of affairs 
has been the lack of financial sup- 
port for our medical institutions. A 
more potent reason, however, arises 
from the fact that individual insti- 
tutions working along somewhat 
narrow lines have accomplished sat- 
isfactory general results. The larger 
possibilities which could only come 
from a more or less central organi- 
zation have failed to materialize. 

As a result, men seeking medical 
education have been obliged to seek 
medical centers in European coun- 
tries where more individual and spe- 
cial courses could be secured with 
but little trouble. 

It is a historical fact that after 
every great war, the medical center 
of the world is changed and the war 
just over will be no exception to the 
rule. In line with these ideas and 
in order to give New York City this 
opportunity to at least become one 
of the leading teaching medical cen- 
ters of the world, our organization 
has been formed. 

In addition to Dr. Phillips and Dr. 
Emerson, the following compose the 
officers of the association : Dr. George 
D. Stewart, president of the New 
York Academy of Medicine, first 
vice-president; Dr. Glentworth But- 
ler, chief medical consultant of the 
Long Island College Hospital, second 
vice-president; Dr. Arthur F. Chace, 
stomach specialist of the Post- 
Graduate hospital, treasurer. The 
trustees are Colonel Charles H. 
Peck, Dr. William Francis Camp- 
bell, Dr. John E. Hartwell, Dr. 
Frederick Tilney, Dr. Otto V. Huff- 
man, Dr. Adrian Lambert, Dr. Sam- 
uel A. Brown, Dr. James Alexander 
Miller, and Dr. George W. Kosmak. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death 
of Lord Rayleigh, the great English 



